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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 

106. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 

I refer to the “Moora College Economic Impact Assessment”, which states — 

Mr M. McGowan: What economic impact assessment? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The Premier was talking about reports. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are on two calls. Your own member is on his feet asking a question 
and you are interjecting. I will not warn you again. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I refer to the “Moora College Economic Impact Assessment” report, which states that the 
closure of the college will lead to an annual reduction of $2 million in local gross regional product and 19 jobs. 
Will the Premier now admit that his arrogant refusal to keep Moora Residential College open is hurting not only 
the education of children, but also the local economy and jobs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Will the member now admit that he lost the state forty thousand million dollars, and therefore the government has 
to make some difficult decisions? 

Point of Order 
Mr D.C. NALDER: The question specifically related to the economic impact assessment of the Moora Residential 
College. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my right, it is a point of order. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The question specifically related to the economic impact assessment of closing 
Moora Residential College. It had nothing to do with any other subject matter and I would like to refer the Premier 
back to the subject matter, please. 

The SPEAKER: It is a point of order, but I am sure the Premier is going to get to his answer very quickly. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Of course I am, Mr Speaker. Thank you for your sage advice. 

In relation to whatever report the member is referring to, clearly the figures contained in that report are wrong. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: Wrong? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Clearly. The member is the shadow Treasurer. Let me explain it to him. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Have you read the report? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I heard what he said; he said that there would be the loss of 19 jobs in Moora. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: So you’re calling the report wrong, having not read the report. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, can I answer the question? First, I do not know whose report it is. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, it is not a question. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: First, I do not know whose report it is. I suspect it has been compiled by the local council 
by the sounds of things; would that be correct? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What an embarrassing question to raise that report. I do not know whose report it is. The 
member will not reveal the author. He will not reveal who commissioned it. What a joke you are! What an 
embarrassment you are! 

In the member’s preamble to his question, he indicated that 19 jobs would be lost. I just want to explain to the 
house that currently 26 students reside at the boarding hostel and a range of those 26 students originate from 
locations that are a great distance from Moora and there are a great many other opportunities for them to go to 
boarding facilities closer to where they live that have places available. In order to keep the Moora residential 
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facility—the boarding hostel—operational, we are required to spend another $8.7 million on, in effect, 26 students, 
many of whom live closer to other facilities that are available to them than they live to Moora. To me, it seems 
like it is pretty straightforward that, in the current financial environment, the state cannot afford to spend 
$8.7 million on that facility given those circumstances. The idea that 26 students going to other residential facilities 
will somehow cost 19 jobs in Moora is patently absurd. 
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